Kinesiology 480-01
Gender and Sexuality Issues in Sport (15217)
Fall 2024
Mondays 4:00-6:45 pm (KHS- 270)
Faculty Information:
Professor Ashley Loup
Email: aloup@fullerton.edu		
Office:  GH-215
Office Hours: Mondays 2:30-3:30 PM and by appointment or by email. 
Response time: I will do my best to respond to your emails within 72 hours. If I do not respond in this time frame, feel free to send me another email. 

Course Information:
KNES 480-01, Gender & Sexuality Issues in Sport
Class number: (15217), Fall 2024
Canvas URL: https://csufullerton.instructure.com/courses/3455983
This is an in-person class that meets on Mondays from 4:00 – 6:45 pm in KHS-270

Course Prerequisite(s):
Completion of KNES 381- History of Sports, Games and Culture

Catalog Description:
Sociocultural study of historical and contemporary gender norms and sexuality in sport, recreation, and leisure; emphasizing femininity, masculinity, and sexual orientation affect access, inclusion, and participation.
Course Materials & Equipment:
Required text(s): This is a zero-cost class. All readings/required resources will be posted on our class Canvas page.
· You will be required to read and write about an autobiography of your choice, some of which might be available on our library website. We will discuss this in more detail in class.
Grading Policy:
Attendance and participation policy: This class is built around the discussion that takes place in the classroom; therefore, your attendance is paramount. The most straightforward way to do well is to participate in class by speaking, asking questions, and engaging with peers. You can also show your engagement/participation by asking questions over email, coming to my office hours, etc. I will be assigning points for attendance and participation over the semester. 
*Update: Excused absences are at the professor's discretion and will be negotiated on a case basis. Excused absences are for personal emergencies and severe illnesses. Simply notifying me of an absence does not mean it is excused. Leaving class early without approval will result in losing attendance/participation points for that class period. Any fraudulent attendance, including but not limited to being signed in by a peer, will result in a score of zero points for the entire course participation grade, for the signer and student marked present. Such action is considered academic dishonesty and may be reported to the University Academic Integrity Office. 
Make-up and late submission policy: No make-up assignments are given, and late work is not accepted. If for some reason you are unable to complete an assignment due to reasons of illness, verified emergency, or other serious and compelling reasons, please send me an email or come to office hours and we can discuss it. 

Grading Breakdown:
	Assignment
	Points

	Essay 1 (Autobiography Analysis)
	200

	Essay 2 (Podcast Response)
	250

	Essay 3 (Research Paper)	
	300

	Forum Responses (30 pts * 5)
	150

	Attendance/Participation 
	100

	Total	
	1000


	
Points/Grade Breakdown 

925-1000	A
895-924	A-
875-894	B+
825-874	B	
795-824	B-
775-794	C+
725-774	C
695-724	C-
675-694	D+
625-674	D
595-624	D-
594↓		F

This course uses a +/- system. 

Authentication of student work: Student work will be authenticated by submission through our class Canvas page and Turnitin software.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]*For this course, students must be the author of all work. The use of generative AI, such as ChatGPT, is not permitted. Use of these tools will be considered a violation of the CSUF Academic Dishonesty Policies and may be subject to disciplinary action. More information on my AI policy is located on our class Canvas page. 
Penalty for academic dishonesty: Students must be familiar with the policy on academic integrity, found on the student information website and in UPS 300.021. The penalty in this course for academic dishonesty is a failing grade [or other penalties, if applicable], and the incident is reported to the Office of Student Conduct. 
Extra credit: There are no extra credit options in this course. 

Required Course Assignments:
· Essay 1: Autobiography & Memoir Analysis Paper.  In this 3–4-page essay, you will explore the themes of Unit I to analyze an athlete’s autobiography and think about the roles and impact of gender and sexuality on your chosen athletes. I want you to think about how these athletes think about and define their gender and sexuality and how that pushes against or confirms some of the ideas we have talked about in the course thus far. A complete list of preapproved autobiographies will be published on Canvas. 
Research Requirements: For this essay, I am asking you to include at least one of the articles/theories from week 3 to examine your athlete. How do they fit into these theories? Do they push back against some of the claims of these scholars? How can we use this article/theory to better understand this athlete? How might your critical understanding of gender, sexuality, masculinity, and femininity shape how you read this autobiography?
· Essay 2: Podcast Response and Research Paper. In this 4–6-page essay due at the end of Week 11, you will be required to evaluate the NPR Podcast Embedded: Tested. This 6-episode podcast chronicles both the contemporary and past histories of sex testing at the global Olympic Games. I will be providing a list of questions for you to consider in your response paper. 
Research Requirements: For this essay, I am asking you to include one popular source and one academic source (that we DID NOT read in class) in your response paper. A popular source can be anything from a newspaper to a museum exhibit to a sports statue. An academic source must be peer-reviewed, and I would like you to use the library website to locate it. We will go over this in more detail in class. 
· Essay 3: Gender & Sexuality Issues in Sports. In this final 6–8-page essay, you will do a deeper analysis of one of the topics we have discussed over this semester. I will meet with each of you one-on-one to discuss your ideas and we will create a research plan together. There will also be a podcast option, in which you can get together with AT LEAST one of your classmates or up to FOUR classmates, and you will complete a recording where you discuss your topics and the results of your research. I will post the requirements of either option on Canvas. 
Research Requirements: For this essay, I am asking you to include THREE academic sources that we DID NOT read in class. You will be able to sharpen your research skills by utilizing the library website to locate these materials. You are welcome to use as many popular sources as you would like for this essay but remember to fully vet the websites/locations of these sources. We will talk more about ethical research in class.
· Forum Responses. I am asking you to complete 5 forum responses over the semester. They will be worth 30 points EACH. These forum posts will respond to the questions posed that week based on assigned materials. The purpose of these forums is to help manage the workload and enable you to develop the ideas necessary for the essays. You are responsible for responding to the forum prompt for that week BEFORE THE START OF OUR CLASS ON MONDAY. These responses should be around 300 words each and include direct evidence from the readings, podcasts, and videos (give page citations where possible). If your post does not show engagement with the sources and does not reach the word count, the grade may be cut by 50% or result in a 0. Late posts will NOT be accepted. 

Technical Problems
[bookmark: _Hlk127878943]If you encounter any technical difficulties, contact the instructor immediately to document the problem. Then, contact for help: For technical difficulties: student IT help desk, email, phone = 657-278-8888, walk-in student genius center, online chat - log into the portal; click “Online IT Help”; click “Live Chat.” For issues with Canvas: Canvas Support Hotline = 855-302-7528, student support chat, faculty support chat.

*In the event of a technical problem that would prevent you from being able to submit your work, I will communicate with you through posted announcements via our class Canvas page. 

Technical Competencies
[bookmark: _Hlk128656508]The website with student information for course syllabi describes the student information technology (IT) services and competencies. In brief, students should have access to a current and reliable computer or tablet (Windows or Mac) and internet connectivity. Students are also expected to have basic computer skills. Visit the student information website above for more details and how you can receive technology assistance if needed. 

Student Resources Website
It is the student’s responsibility to read and understand the required and important student information for course syllabi. Included is information about:


1. 


2

· University learning goals
· General Education learning outcomes
· Netiquette
· Students’ rights to accommodations
· Campus student support resources
· Academic integrity
· Emergency Preparedness
· Library services
· Student IT services and competencies
· Software privacy and accessibility
· Accessibility statement
· Diversity Statement
· Land acknowledgment
· Final exam schedule
· Semester calendar


Classroom Expectations 
Cell phones: Out of courtesy and respect for others, you should turn off/silence your cell phones during class. 
Laptops: I will be posting all my lectures and class materials on our class Canvas page, for this reason, I would prefer you not take notes on a laptop or tablet. 
Recording: Any requests to record class meetings will be decided on a case-by-case basis by the instructor. If permitted, any approved recordings are for private study and “shall not be made publicly accessible without the written consent of the instructor and any students recorded in the class” (UPS 330.230). Any approved recordings must be deleted at the end of the semester.
[bookmark: _Hlk62563133]Technology: If you need any assistance with technology, including checking out a laptop computer for the semester, obtaining ancillaries (e.g., webcam, microphone), accessing mi-fi, downloading free software for class or personal use, or other help, you can find what you need at the student technology services website. Another useful website is IT Essential Resources.
Course Schedule
This syllabus may be subject to change. I also will occasionally add shorter news stories to the Canvas site because they will help us understand the issues more clearly.  For the most up-to-date list of readings and instructions, check the current week’s page on Canvas. 


Unit I: 		Theorizing Sport: Language, Analysis, Narrative
In this first unit, we will lay the foundation for our semester. We will be establishing a shared language, looking at gender and sexuality theorists, and thinking about how we might examine sports through various cultural lenses. We will also be looking at the media's roles in shaping how we understand gender and sexuality in sports. 

Week 1 		Course Introduction & Welcome!
Mon 8/26		How to talk about sports
LECTURE		Course Introduction & A Shared Language 
READ 			Jonathan Melasic, “The Key to Success in College is so Simple,” (2023)
Laura Grindstaff & Emily West, “Cheerleading and the Gendered Politics of Sport,” (2006)
Lisa Wade, “The Manly Origins of Cheerleading,” (2011)
Week 2		Labor Day (No Class)
Mon 9/2		NO CLASS – Labor Day
	
Week 3		Theories of Gender, Sexuality, & The Sporting Binary
Mon 9/9	 	How we think about gender & sexuality in sports
LECTURE		Theories of Gender & Sexuality in Sports  
READ	Dafina-Lazurus (D-L) Stewart in Sex, Gender, and Sexuality in Sport: Queer Inquiries, “Using Intersectionality to Study and Understand LGBTQ People in Sport,” (2018)
	Kerrie J. Kauer & Lauren Rauscher, “Negotiating Gender Among LGBTQI Athletes: Sports as a Space for Disruption and Reproduction,” (2018)
	Mary G. McDonald & Susan Birrell, “Reading Sport Critically: A Methodology for Interrogating Power,” (1999) 
	Judith Butler, “Subjects of Sex/Gender/Desire,” in Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity, (1990)
*FORUM RESPONSE #1 DUE

Week 4		Performing Masculinity & Femininity in Sports
Mon 9/16		How we see gendered & sexualized bodies in sports
LECTURE 	Performing Masculinity & Femininity in Sports
READ	Susan K. Cahn, “’Cinderellas’ of Sport: Black Women in Track and Field”, in Coming on Strong: Gender and Sexuality in Women’s Sport, (2015)
Mary Louise Adams, Artistic Impressions: Figure Skating, Masculinity, and the Limits of Sports, “Tough Guys?: Figure Skating’s Macho Moment,” (2011)
	Michael Messner & Raewynn Connell, “When Bodies Are Weapons: Masculinity & Violence in Sport,” in Out of Play: Critical Essays on Gender and Sport, (2007)
	Jaime Schultz, “Reading the Catsuit: Serena Williams and the Production of Blackness at the 2002 U.S. Open,” (2005)
*FORUM RESPONSE #2 DUE 
	
Week 5		Media Narratives of Sports & Athletes		
Mon 9/23		How we understand gender & sexuality in sports 
LECTURE		Pre-Approved Media Narratives: Femininity, Masculinity & Heterosexuality
READ	Jennifer McClearen, Fighting Visibility: Sports Media and Female Athletes in the UFC, Introduction, (2021)
	*Popular news articles 
	*Discuss your chosen autobiographies 

9/29	Essay 1: Autobiography Analysis paper Due on Canvas at 11:59 PM

Unit II: 		Histories of Gender & Sexuality in Sport
In this unit of the course, we will examine some of the historical roots of gender and sexuality in sports. We will look at early attempts to manage bodies through cultural understandings of gender, sex, race, nationality, and ability. We will analyze the evolution of what it meant to be a ‘man’ and ‘woman’ in these periods and how these definitions shifted, changed, and altered the experiences of countless athletes. Lastly, we will examine the long history of sex testing and gender verification in global sports, by listening to a 6-part podcast and reading several popular and academic articles. This unit will give us the historical foundation necessary to think about our current issues of gender and sexuality in sports. 
 	
Week 6		Sports and the Regulation of Bodies
Mon 9/30		How we bring order to sports through gender and sexuality 
LECTURE		Culture Control: Masculine Men & Feminine Women
READ	Gail Bederman, “Remaking Manhood Through Race and Civilization,” in Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United States, 1880-1917, (1996)
Susan K. Cahn, “No Freaks, No Amazons, No Boyish Bobs: The All American Girls Baseball League,” in Coming on Strong: Gender and Sexuality in Women’s Sports, (2015)
	Joseph Stromberg, “Bicycle Face: A 19th-century health problem made up to scare women away from biking,” (2015)

Week 7 		Queering Sports 
Mon 10/7 		How we control bodies through the ideologies of gender & sex
LECTURE		Queering Sports & The Fear of Difference 
READ	Robyn Ryle, Throw Like a Girl, Cheer Like a Boy: The Evolution of Gender, Identity, and Race in Sports, “Bow or no Bow? Sexuality in Women’s Sports” and “Inside the Boy’s Locker Room: Homophobia in Men’s Sports,” (2020) 
	Susan K. Cahn, “Beauty and the Butch: The ‘Mannish’ Athlete and the Lesbian Threat,” in Coming on Strong: Gender and Sexuality in Women’s Sport, (2015)
	
Week 8		Title IX and the Inclusion of Women in Sports
Mon 10/14 		How we legislate women’s sports participation & access & *Guest Lecture
LECTURE	Title IX & The Inclusion of Women in Sports
READ	Susan K. Cahn, "Games of Strife: The Battle over Women's Competitive Sport," in Coming on Strong: Gender and Sexuality in Women's Sport, (2015)
Jaime Schultz, Qualifying Times: Points of Change in U.S. Women’s Sports, “From ‘Women in Sports’ to the ‘New Ideal of Beauty,” (2014)
	Deborah L. Brake, “Introduction,” in Getting in the Game: Title IX and the Women’s Sports Revolution, (2012)
*FORUM RESPONSE #3 DUE	

Week 9		The Olympics: Sex Testing, Fem Cards, and Gender Verification
Mon 10/21 		No Class Meeting! 
LECTURE		The Olympics: Sex Testing, Fem Cards, and the Myth of Biology in Sports
READ	Katrina Karkazis & Rebecca Jordan Young, “The Trouble with Too Much T,” New York Times, (2014)
WATCH	Vox video: The Problem with Sex Testing In Sport (2019)
LISTEN	NPR Podcast Embedded: Tested episodes 1-3	

Week 10	Sex Testing, Fem Cards, and Gender Verification Contd.
Mon 10/28	No Class Meeting!
READ	Katie Barnes, “Why Aren’t We Talking About Transgender Men?” in Fair Play: How Sports Shape the Gender Debates, 2023.
	Katie Barnes, “The Case of Lia Thomas,” in Fair Play: How Sports shape the Gender Debates, 2023.
LISTEN	NPR Podcast Embedded: Tested episodes 4-6		
	
11/3	Essay 2: Podcast Response & Research Due on Canvas at 11:59 PM		
Unit III		Issues of Gender & Sexuality in Contemporary Sports
In this course's final unit, we look at the contemporary landscape of gender and sexuality in sports. We will start by examining the history of fashion in shaping acceptable performances of gender and sexuality in sports. We will look at the current legislation of transgender athletic participation in high schools and collegiate sports. We will turn to the roles of sports in creating community for queer individuals, and lastly, we will look toward the future of gender and sexuality in sports. 

Week 11		Athletic Fashion, Gender, & Sexuality
Mon 11/4 		How we fashion athletic bodies along the lines of Gender and Sexuality
LECTURE	Fashioning the Athletic Body: Gender, Sexuality, & Performance 
READ	Mary Louise Adams, Artistic Impressions: Figure Skating, Masculinity, and the Limits of Sports, “Sequins, Soundtracks, and Spirals: Producing Gender Difference on the Ice,” (2011)
	Jaime Schultz, Qualifying Times: Points of Change in U.S. Women’s Sports, “A Cultural History of the Sports Bra,” (2014)
*FORUM RESPONSE #4 DUE
Week 12	Veteran’s Day (No Class)	 
Mon 11/11		NO CLASS

Week 13		Legislating Gender & Sex: Trans Athletic Participation  
Mon 11/18		How we manage gender and sex through legislation & suspicion  
LECTURE	Remaking the Sporting Body 
READ	Katie Barnes, “The Quest to Save Women’s Sports,” in Fair Play: How Sports Shape the Gender Debates, 2023.
	*Popular news articles on transgender athletic participation
*FORUM RESPONSE #5 DUE (11/25)
	
Fall Recess! 		11/25 – 11/30
			
Week 14	Queer Sporting Participation: Creating Community  
Mon 12/2 		How we create community through queer sports participation 
LECTURE	Queer Sporting Participation & Creating Community 
READ	Agnes Elling & Kiki Collot D’escury in Transgender Athletes in Competitive Sport, “Between stigmatization and empowerment: meanings of physical activity and sport in the lives of transgender people,” (2017)
	Mallory Mann & Vikki Crane in Sex, Gender, and Sexuality in Sport: Queer Inquiries, “Inclusion or Illusion?: Lesbians’ experiences in sport,” (2018)

Week 15		The Future of Gender & Sexuality in Sports 
Mon 12/9 		How we cultivate a more equitable and inclusive sporting future
LECTURE		Forecasting the Future of Gender and Sexuality in Sports 
READ	Rayvon Fouche, “Aren’t Athletes Cyborgs?: Technology, Bodies, and Sporting Competitions” (2012)
Vikki Crane & Heather Barber in Sex, Gender, and Sexuality in Sport: Queer         Inquiries, “Creating a new sport culture,” (2018)
	Katie Barnes, “The Future of Policy,” in Fair Play: How Sports Shape the Gender Debates, (2023)

Finals Week 	December 16th-20th
Fri 12/20	Essay 3: Contemporary Issues of Gender & Sexuality Due on Canvas at 11:59 PM

